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Dixie Hall
Earlier this year, Dixie Hall was
honored by her company, Thrivent
Financial, with a $30,000 award to
donate to non-profits of her choice.
Dixie has chosen Mosaic to receive
a large portion of that award. The
love that Dixie has for Mosaic and
the people of South Africa has been
apparent over the years with her missions work and support
of her husband’s fundraising and we are so grateful she has
chosen Mosaic to receive such a generous gift. Below is
part of Dixie’s presentation on South Africa.
This past October I stepped off a plane and onto a single
acre of gray, lifeless earth in a forgotten part of South Africa
and came to a quick conclusion: What a waste of our
team’s time. This is HOPEless. All I saw was hard, sunbaked clay and empty whiskey bottles. Not a single blade
of grass sun. Barbed wire curled around the top of an old
cement wall. Hostile graffiti.
Directly across the street I spied the real eye sore. There
sat what the locals called, a colored village—people of
mixed race that neither the whites nor blacks claimed as
their own. One spigot supplied water to the entire village
and it was located next to running sewage and outhouses. I
had seen enough. I was ready to head back to the airport
and back to the comforts of Montana. Some holes are just
too dark, too deep, and too HOPEless to repair.
But, working with locals like Reegan and Kelly we learned
that there was HOPE even in that stench-filled village.
Reegan’s over-the-top confidence and trust in a better
future beamed on his face. And his shirt said the
rest. Scrawled across his T-shirt were the words, Never
Give Up.

After 8 days, our team left with four new
shipping containers converted to a new
community center for this forsaken community
of “Coloreds.” Today those buildings house
after-school programs, job-training, and a
gathering place for the village for Bible study
and life skills training.
And the forgotten community itself watches over
their treasure. Even the local drug lord guards this
patch of land. Because HOPE showed up. All
around that parcel of land the color has changed
from clay-baked gray to brilliant green. The grass is
now a soccer field. But the best view is the 30,000
view. From that perspective maybe we can glimpse
what God sees. Over a sunbaked, desiccated land
for hundreds of miles there is a tiny square patch of
brilliant green—the very place where HOPE
showed up.
Why is Tom Hall jumping on a bike to pedal his
brains out thousands of miles from home? Tom
wants every kilometer he pedals to help
raise awareness and support for Mosaic SA
For more information on Tom’s adventures visit
epicpedaler4change.com
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Oh Say, Can You See?
By Tom Hall
The only thing worse than being blind, Helen
Keller concluded from a lifetime of not seeing or
hearing, is having sight, but no vision. Though she
never ventured to Africa, Helen Keller—aided by her
handicap— discovered two very different ways of
looking at our world. She realized as no one else how
sight often blinds people while vision embraces a new,
better future. It’s like two pairs of glasses that we can
alternately wear throughout our lives.
Team members always arrive at
Mosaic’s work site wearing their most
trusted pair of glasses—their eyes. As
they bounce off their air-conditioned bus
and into the dust and heat of the work
site, their eyes confirm a grim reality. A
vague concept of poverty gives way to
real-time faces and living conditions:
nearby, an eight-year-old shoulders her
brother on her back through the heat of
the day because mom is gone;
thousands of tiny 10x10 hovels checker
the
valley with no running water or
toilets. As far as the eye can see,
shanties jerry-rigged from trashed
planks tin, stand unaligned on packed
clay. Fields of hard-packed clay and
litter become the only playgrounds
available. The community outhouses
squat next to the village’s only water
source.
Then you begin to read the emotions of pain
and anger on missioner’s faces—How can people live
this way? Where’s the government when people are
sick and dying? And these kids, who looks after all
these kids? We can’t hope to make a scratch in this
black hole of poverty. Sometimes the click of a cell
phone camera breaks the silence, a discreet attempt
to confirm what their eyes just cannot take in.
That’s the reality our eyes take in when they
first encounter such overwhelming suffering. The truth
is, if we live by eyes alone most of us would pack our
bags and get back on the bus and try to forget the
scenes now etched like an ugly scar in our memories.
So is this where we put the period to end a

gruesome story? Just return to our congregations and
do a show and tell about how bad life is among some
of Africa’s poorest? Well, yes, if all we have is sight.
But increasingly God-inspired, God-sent teams of
South Africans are learning to walk by faith, not by
sight. Sure, they see what we see, but their faith sees
a new vision of hope, renewal, and the orphans finding
homes and value. Faith imagines a better future.
And that’s where Mosaic comes in. Unashamedly,
unabashedly, Mosaic is a missions
-driven
movement
that
has
succeeded where other dogooders, well-wishers, and local
governments have failed. How do
they do it? Not only to they pray,
but they enter impoverished
communities armed with hope and
the gospel … and nails and
hammers and a
construction
company. They engage the
children,
form
after-school
programs, speak hope and value,
they network and hire locals and
partner with existing organizations
to transform a desert of hopelessness into a well-watered land of
hope.
Work sites hum like a hive
as workers from around the world
form lasting friendships and teamwork. This has been
the best two weeks of my entire life, one of my missioners recently told me. Worked like hell, but heaven
came down. And high school kid admitted to me on
the plane back from another mission trip, I will never
be able to laugh at another racist joke. I’m going
back my high school and tackle the racism in my high
school.
So keep your eyes wide open to God’s new
way of seeing as you think about Mosaic and about
your own life. Maybe it’s time to put on that second
pair of glasses and help turn the bleak reality of what
is, into the faith-driven vision of what will be when fullycommitted people come together to change the world.
You just come and Mosaic will give you the vision.

The HOOP
Helping Orphans Out of Poverty
is also the Afrikaans word for
A 40 foot shipping container is coming to Hopewell UMC in Downingtown, PA to be renovated and shipped down
to South Africa. This shipping container will add on to the existing four shipping containers to help complete the
Mosaic Paarl community center. When it is complete the community center will be made out of a total of 6 shipping containers. (The pictures below are from three different containers already being used by Mosaic.)
The container will arrive in May at Hopewell and will be renovated over the summer to ship to South Africa by the
end of August. The inside of the container will be made into a kitchen and two meeting/exam rooms. A mission
trip team from Hopewell UMC will go down to South Africa in November to finish the shipping container by adding
windows, doors and interior walls.
Online sign ups and donation requests will be available soon!
Everyone is invited to partner with Hopewell UMC to work
on this community mission project.

If you would like to get involved

Current Mosaic Paarl Community Center

First Picture One of Two Rooms Inside the 40 ft Container – Second & Third Pictures Inside the Two 20 ft Containers
Outside Pictures of Mosaic Paarl Community Center—One 40 ft Container & Three 20 ft Containers

Mosaic USA
64 East Uwchlan Ave B274
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Like any business,
has ongoing operating costs that aren’t as exciting as building a house or a community center. To
help South Africa meet these needs, we have developed a monthly donation program through electronic funds transfer.
What will this money support? Here are some of the areas:
Nielen’s Salary – In addition to all the work they do, the Mosaic staff solicits their family/friends for donations to help support
their salary. Part of our contribution could go to support the salary for Nielen Bekke, our Manager in Paarl Valley.
Volunteers – The Mosaic volunteer model utilizes young people from Germany who commit a year of their lives to Mosaic.
These volunteers pay their own travel expenses and do not receive a salary, BUT, Mosaic commits to providing them room
and board. The expenses for all of the volunteers in 2016 is budgeted to be $10,000 for five volunteers.
Unplanned expenses – Through the years Mosaic has realized that things happen in life that cannot always be planned, and
they work to help when needs arise. For instance, when a Mosaic family member dies, they may offer assistance to allow the
family to honor the life of their loved one.
We are asking for your monthly support to help
continue doing their important and necessary work. It is so easy to give.
Just go to mosaicsa-us.org and click on the donate button. From there you can schedule a monthly donation that will
change the lives of so many. Thank you for supporting
.

Amazon Smile!
When you shop Amazon Smile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Mosaic SA. .
Search for and select Mosaic SA (Exton, PA) from the list of elegible charities.
Amazon will provide a link for you to use each time you shop.

