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Why South Africa?

.

by Tracey Fernandez
Several years ago I was sitting in my church and I heard
someone tell their story of visiting South Africa. I am not a
geography buff. Truth be told, I am not a history, current
events, political, "outside-of-my-small-world" buff either. I
needed to learn more about South Africa and where this
"need" was - so I took to the internet.
South Africa: where Apartheid is over, safaris are magical,
and the coastline is beautiful.
According to statistics, more than half of South
Africans live below the poverty line with nearly 11
million of those in extreme poverty. The love and
the desire to care for orphans is there, but it is
financially impossible in a lot of cases.

So... why are we there? Where is the need? And why
do I need to help? These are all things I learned and
experienced first hand. Now South Africa and its people
carry my heart.
Problems that were created during Apartheid were not
simply wiped clean when the first democratic election
took place. They linger still today. Income inequality,
governmental distrust, racial tension, all work against
the poorest members of South African society make
rising past poverty seemingly impossible.
The hardest hit are the children. It is estimated that
there are 5 million orphans in South Africa. Nearly half
of those children have lost their parents due to HIV/
AIDS. Even more are currently living with a parent or
parents that are sick, and around 150,000 live in houses
with no adults at all.

When you consider the history of the country with
Apartheid and it's effects, it isn't surprising to note
that the highest levels of poverty occur in the black
townships. While living in one of these townships,
does not automatically mean you are poor, it does
stack the deck against you. Many of these townships
have no power, water, or sanitation. Jobs are nearly
non-existent. People are isolated in a way that
almost ensures their inability to work their way out
- let alone help others along with them.

Why South Africa? (continued)
So, we know there are hardships in South Africa.
Some pretty serious ones. But what makes them
any worse than some of the most impoverished
areas where we live?
Nothing. Nothing makes it worse. All injustice and
poverty should be addressed. All orphans and
families should be cared for. But South Africa
doesn't have social programs like we do. South
Africa isn't far enough into their recovery that they
have plans in place for their circumstances. Even
more importantly, the South African government
does not have the funds to care for all the orphaned children on their own. If we don't help,








who will?

When I was on my second trip to South Africa, I found
myself wondering why I was there helping as many
seemingly-able locals stood by and watched. I even
had some resentment. That is, until I met the family I
was there to help. Philemon and his wife Emily had
two foster children - Alyssa, who was 14 at the time,
and Refilwe who was almost 3. All of this love in their
hearts for children who needed it but not enough
money in their wallets to provide. It hit me then, as I
thought back to the work I had done in those weeks I
was there - Philemon was right beside me the whole
time. He worked, so hard, every day to build the
house. He wanted to work, he just had to be given
the opportunity - which brings me to Mosaic SA and
the amazing model they have.
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Mosaic is special. It is. The services they provide to
people, the empowerment that they give - it is
something I haven't seen before. Mosaic believes in
giving a hand-up not a hand-out. They are not trying to
band aid the problem, they are trying to help one family
at a time conquer their circumstances so that they can
continue to support their foster children and themselves in a way that is honorable and empowering.

Mosaic addresses the most basic problems facing South Africa today:
Orphans - Families chosen by Mosaic to receive help must already be fostering two or more children. At this
point Mosaic has 89 orphans and venerable children in their community.
Poverty - Families must be willing to work. If the parent does not have a job, Mosaic will create a job for
them so they are responsible for for providing for their own family. Made by Mosaic is a job-creation
company that was created to provide jobs for those who needed them.
Housing - If the family is living in a shack, Mosaic will build a house for the family. The house will have
electricity, water, and sanitation in addition to separate bedrooms for the adults, the boys, and the girls.
The house will then be rented at a very reduced rate to the family so they can experience the pride of
providing for their own family.
Education - The Mosaic children all participate in the after school program working on reading, math, etc. It
enhances the education the children receive in the local schools (which isn't as good as it should be) and
expose the children to activities outside of their local community to show them the possibilities in their
lives.
Life Skills - Each month Mosaic offers different life skills training for their foster parents. Mosaic continually
equips its community with the tools they need to be successful
Mosaic changes the way we think of charity. Mosaic has taught us that the most meaningful help we can give to
people is the opportunity to be successful on their own. Mosaic is a beautiful example of that, but needs our
support to continue helping those who need it most.
Right now, Mosaic is taking their incredibly successful and inspirational model and implementing it in the Western Cape. Community centers need to be created, houses need to be built, and training needs to begin - people
need to be helped. Please consider making a donation to Mosaic so the incredible work can continue.
I promise you will never regret it. Click on: www.mosaicsa-us.org
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Look for our January Newsletter to hear about Tom Hall’s trip to South Africa in October and Leah Ranalli’s
trip in November. Follow us on Facebook “MosaicSA in the US” to read posts about their trips and more!

Mosaic USA
64 East Uwchlan Ave B274
Exton, PA 19341

Don’t forget about Mosaic when you are doing your end of the year tax planning!
To make a tax deductible donation go to www.mosaicsa-us.org
and click the Donate button OR send your check to Mosaic at the address above!
THIS YEAR, Give a Gift TWICE! With an Honorary

Holiday Donation Card

For the family member/friend/teacher that has everything, make a donation to Mosaic this holiday season in their honor.

If you provide the address, Mosaic will send a card notifying the person
that you made a donation in their name. What better holiday gift could you give?
Donations can be made by:
1. Filling out the envelope in this newsletter and mailing it to
Mosaic, 64 E Uwchlan Ave / B274, Exton, PA 19341
2. Going to our secure online donation page at
http://tinyurl.com/mosaicholiday

and filling out the requested information.

When you shop Amazon Smile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the
purchase price to Mosaic SA.
Search for and select Mosaic SA (Exton, PA) from the list of eligible charities.
Amazon will provide a link for you to use each time you shop.

