
As a part of the 
first group 
Mosaic SA had 
in the 
Wellington 
area, I was 
blessed to see 
the start of 
something 
incredibly 
special. The area of Plankies is full of amazing people who 
taught us so much in the time we were there. 
 

Mosaic’s vision in Plankies was to create a community center 
where the people could come together, talk, and have access 
to the resources they needed to create better lives for 
themselves and their families. 
 

The community 
center was to be 
in a park that was 
very run down, full 
of  dangerous 
debris, and in 
desperate need of 
fixing up. Most of 
our efforts were 
focused on that 
park. 
 

From the very first day we were blessed with a huge number 
of children who wanted to help. Kids of all ages - from babies 
up to teens - were picking up trash and rocks, digging holes 
for trees, helping to paint, and offering many, many hugs. 
Soon, not just the children were helping. So many people 
from the community and beyond came out to be a part of this 
hopeful new chapter. It truly displayed love in action. 
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Leading the Way 
 

In 2009, Hopewell UMC sent a mission trip team to build the 
FIRST Mosaic house in Ikageng, South Africa.   

In 2015, Hopewell UMC sent a mission trip that included 22 
people to build a community center to start Mosaic’s second 
location in Wellington, South Africa.  This newsletter will 
share stories from their amazing trip in August. 

Lessons in Love  
                                               by Tracey Fernandez 

Plankies facilities before Mosaic arrived. 

September 2015  



 

On our final work day in Plankies, we invited the community to 
come together in the park. We had an amazing turnout. We held 
hands (and each other) and talked about our time there. Two 
women from Plankies spoke to our team and thanked us. They 
said that the work we did was more than cleaning a park or 
building a community center.  

The best work we did was returning day after day and 
showing their children love. 

Mosaic USA is a registered 501(c)3 charity in the US with EIN#27-1175422 

Along the way, we made 
some mistakes. Starting 
anything brand new is 
challenging. Starting it in 
a new place that you 
aren't familiar with makes 
it more so. A few days 
after the trees were 
planted, we      noticed 
trees in places that were-
n't well thought out - 
where they played net-
ball, where they hung 
their clothing to dry, etc. 
The best of intentions 
don't always have perfect 
outcomes. What hap-
pened, though, was in-
credible - the community 
showed us love.  In everything, they loved us and helped us and 
encouraged us.  

Lessons in Love  (continued) 
 
 
 
As wonderfully 
helpful as the kids 
were, there wasn't 
much they could 
do in building the 
community center 
itself. We saw their 
desire to be active 
in creating a better life for themselves so our team  decided to 
have a beam-raising ceremony. Everyone on the team signed the 
last beam that was to be placed for the roof, and we asked the 
community to help us raise it into place and watch as it was weld-
ed on. It was a beautiful symbol of unity. Mosaic SA is an incredible organization with a 

beautiful philosophy. I am proud to have made the 
trip to work with them three times now. Every time 
I go, I focus on the work and the outcome, be it a 
house or a community center or a park. What I 
learn (every time, but this time especially) is that 
the real work is all about loving people and allow-
ing them to love you back. 

The people in Plankies have so much love to give 
and need so much of our love back. You don't 
have to go there to do it. You can spread the 
word, you can say a prayer, you can support 
Made by Mosaic, you can choose Mosaic US as 
your charity of choice on Amazon Smile. You can 
LOVE them by remembering them, honoring 
them, and supporting Mosaic - and I promise, you 
will feel the love in return! 



  

It Was ALL Good But 

It Was/Is NOT Easy 
By Cammy Brantzeg 

 

Before coming back to the US, Tony (my 
husband and the leader of our trip) suggested 
that we come up with a short response to say 
to people when they ask us about our trip to 
South Africa.  When I went to church on the 
Sunday after we returned, Pastor Amy Banka 

gave me my response.  

"It was ALL GOOD but it was (in South 
Africa) and is (now back in the US)     

NOT easy." 

The trip was ALL good. The people we met. 
The work we did. The kids we played with. The 

lessons we learned. It was ALL good. 

It was NOT easy to see the conditions the 
people lived in. It was NOT easy to leave our 

friends behind not knowing what will happen 
to them. It is NOT easy to come back to the 

wealth in the US. 

The poverty we saw has no fast/easy solution. I 
LOVE Mosaic and what they are doing in South 

Africa. I am looking forward to seeing where 
God leads them in the next couple of months/

years.  

I remember driving away from Plankies the first time, flooded 
with emotions of anger, disgust, guilt, intense sadness,     
empathy... responsibility. 
 
As we started working in Plankies it struck me how "forgotten" this 
community is.  But God promise us that He is  mindful of us,   al-
ways.  And so He is mindful of the people of Plankies.  SO   mindful 
that He sent 23 people literally from the other side of the world from 
Hopewell UMC to show the    people of Plankies He cares.  Many 
live were touched during that week but it is the  "after-effect" of this 
visit that really  excites me. 
 
I visit Plankies daily.  I was extremely encouraged to see how the 
people of Plankies are taking pride and ownership of their newly 
renovated park.  People are watering the newly planted trees   pick-
ing up trash and trying to keep the park clean.  A few of the neigh-
bors let me know that I should not worry about the park and the 
community centre we've built there, as they will keep an eye on it. 
 
Probably one of the most exciting "effects" of the group's visit is the 
effect it had on Reegan's life.  Reegan volunteered with the group 
every day, not once asking me for money or food.  Meyer and I    
decided to make Reegan the groundsman of the Plankies park and 
community centre.  When we wanted to pay Reegan's first salary I 
found out that he had no bank account.  He had no bank account 
because he had no Identity documents.   I am now in the process of 
helping Reegan to get an ID document, and then open a bank   
account.   For the first time in his life has the opportunity to have a 
job, and take some money home,  because he was willing to      
volunteer side by side with 23  Americans, who wanted to help his 
community.   
 
Helping people who want to help others is at the core of     Mosaic's 
vision.  I cannot wait to see how God is going to change the lives of 
orphaned and vulnerable children in Paarl Valley!  Seeing  Reegan's 
life as a metaphor of the  possibilities for families taking care of  
orphans within the Plankies community and beyond, encourages me 
to keep my head down and continue to push forward.  

. .  . Nielen Bekker 
Regional Manager –

Western Cape 
 

Since the group left SA 

We received this UPDATE 



Amazon Smile! 
When you shop Amazon Smile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Mosaic SA. .   

Search for and select Mosaic SA (Exton, PA) from the list of elegible charities. 
Amazon will provide a link for you to use each time you shop. 

Upcoming News 
October 
Tom Hall will be going on his 5th trip to South Africa leading a group of 10 people on October 20th—30th. 

November 
Leah Ranalli will be going on her 3rd trip to South Africa leading a group of 7 people. 

December 
Remember Mosaic at Christmas.  You can make a donation in honor of someone and Mosaic will send 
them a Christmas card mentioning you donated in their honor.  Please donate before December 11th to 
give the card time to arrive before Christmas.   

Don’t forget about Mosaic 
when you are doing your end 

of the year tax planning! 
To make a tax deductible 

donation go to 
www.mosaicsa.org  

and click the Donate button  
OR  

send your check to Mosaic SA 
at the address above! 

Mosaic USA 
64 East Uwchlan Ave B274 
Exton, PA 19341 

Mosaic Needs Your Help! 
If you would like to help plan the next Mosaic fundraiser, please contact Karen Baker at 

karen@mosaicsa.org or (610) 999-7545.  We will start planning for our April event in October. 


